PREFACE
The rapid development of the oil Industry in the past few years,
together with die general recognition of the aid which can be
given by geology, both to the exploration and to the development
of oil lands, created a sudden and unprecedented demand for
specially trained geologists, a demand which could not- be im-
mediately filled. The exigencies of powerful competition usually
require that any given piece of work be done with a minimum of
delay, with such forces as are Immediately available. Because
of this and because the fees paid were attractive to some who had
neither the preliminary training nor, in some cases, the proper
Integrity, much poor work has been done. Competent geologists,
however, have responded strongly to the demand and In a few
years time have practically eliminated the undesirable elements
and have so raised the standard of ability and Integrity that their
profession now ranks on an equal basis with any other branch
of engineering or geologic work. Those not familiar with the
conditions, even including geologists who are engaged exclusively
in other branches of the profession, fail to appreciate what the
oil geologist has accomplished and how proficient he has become
In the analysis of those structural conditions found In the oil
fields. This proficiency Is due largely to the development of new
and specialized methods and to the adapaticn of old methods
to the new needs. It Is with those methods that this book is
concerned.
The authors appreciate the fact that there are already on
the market a number of comprehensive treatises dealing with the
theories of origin and accumulation of oil and gas, and that there
Is nothing sufficiently new at the present time to warrant another
general treatise on these phases of the subject. There Is appa-
rent, however, a notable lack of any satisfactory systematic dis-